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Summary Feedback Report 
This is a Summary Report providing an overview of the full results from an opinion survey 

conducted among people living in Brimscombe and Thrupp Parish conducted in October / 

November 2021, to inform the evolving Neighbourhood Development Plan evidence base. The Full 

Report, with detailed analysis and every single comment noted is available on the Parish Council 

Website: www.brimscombeandthrupp-pc.gov.uk/bandt-neighbourhood-development 

There were 104 on-line responses and 29 on paper from randomly selected households, answering 

up to 25 questions in 6 topics areas: 

1.0 Sustainability and Climate Change 

2.0 Local Character and Design 

3.0 Natural Environment and Open Spaces 

4.0 Economy 

5.0 Community Facilities 

6.0 Overall 

 

What are the results telling us? 

Support for action on the climate emergency was widespread and a high proportion of respondents 

considered the amount of energy generated locally from renewable energy should be maximised. 

There was support for all types of renewable energy, especially community owned schemes but it 

was also noted that landscape and affordability issues need to be considered.    

There was a strong desire to make greater use of sustainable and active travel options (walking, 

cycling, public transport). Key barriers include: 

● Safety, air quality, speed and volume of traffic along the A419; 

● Lack of and poor maintenance of pavements (e.g. along Toadsmoor); 

● Cost, slowness and infrequency of buses and trains; 

● Cost of electric bikes and cars; 

● The canal towpath being unlit at night (and other unlit areas) feeling dangerous; 

● There was interest in knowing more about electric car share. 

 

The most commonly cited overall concern was the traffic volume and speed on the A419, with lack 

of safe crossing places and lack of safe cycling infrastructure. 75% support more pedestrian crossings 

and islands, 74% vehicle activated ‘slow down’ signs, 71% a separate cycle lane, 68% reduced speed 

limits. 55% support average and 50% spot speed cameras (with 27% neutral and 21% opposition). In 

terms of public transport, the greatest need was for better transport to Bristol, then Stroud, 

Cheltenham and Cirencester. 

A high value was given to the landscape and views within and surrounding our community. This 

included the views from and to the high land above the valley, the wooded slopes, the river and 

canal and the old mills as part of the industrial heritage. There was strong support for preserving and 

enhancing biodiversity and a rich list generated of important green and community spaces meriting 

protection. The key deficit identified was a communal open space for “gatherings” and places for 

children to play with appropriate equipment. Cyclist-pedestrian friction was noted on the towpath. 

 

https://www.brimscombeandthrupp-pc.gov.uk/bandt-neighbourhood-development.html
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Only a small proportion of residents work in the parish with the majority working beyond the Stroud 

Valleys or from home. 19% were retired or unable to work. There was a desire for support for 

independent shops and business, supporting local social enterprise, making it easier to cycle or walk 

to local shops, jobs and services and making it easier to work from home (e.g. supporting home 

offices and improving broadband speeds). 

Respondents valued local community facilities highly, the footpaths, canal and others, are regularly 

used by a large number of local residents. Other regular used services are the shops at Brimscombe 

Corner, Felt Café, Stroud Brewery and the Canal Bookshop. Occasionally used are The Ship Inn, 

Furniture Bank, Long Table, Kids Stuff, Brimscombe and Thrupp Social Centre, Bus stops and 

Fromside Playing Field.  

Missing was a doctor’s surgery, a village shop where you could buy local produce and a community 

meeting place. Providing facilities to attract visitors was seen as less important. 

There was strong support for a community composting scheme and half of all respondents said they 

would use it themselves. 

There was strong support for all the options in the development of Brimscombe Port, particularly for 

energy efficient buildings to fight climate change. This was followed by a connected canal and port 

with boats, greenspace/community garden, a community run café with meeting space, social 

enterprise,  shops and cafe, employment space, outside play equipment, and for homes, with at 

least 30% affordable/rented. There was a concern that any retail space should not detract from the 

existing shops on Brimscombe corner, a wish for a skatepark to replace Rush and active travel 

provision. 

Within a potential community building there was strong support for a large hall for events/hire, 

space and activities for youth activities, activities for adults to combat isolations, fun activities for all 

ages, parent and toddler activities, community café, keep fit, outdoor space for toddler play and 

youth/adult sport,  desk/space for start-up businesses and men’s (and women’s) shed. The largest 

proportion of people considered they would use a community café, followed by a large hall for 

events and to hire. 

Finally, when asked if the neighbourhood plan could do only three things the most common replies 

were: 

● Cycle paths and safety 

● Support natural environment / encourage nature  

● Improve youth facilities 

● London Road safety and speed issues  

● Develop the Port with community facilities and waterside setting 

● Renewable energy 

● Better maintenance of canal towpath and pavements 

 
What Next? 
Thank you to all those who gave their time to complete the survey. The results from this 
survey will inform our draft Neighbourhood Plan which the Steering Group, made up of 
local residents, are working on bringing together to share for consultation in the Spring / 
Early Summer of 2022.  
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