
 

Brimscombe and Thrupp Climate Action Network 
Group meeting 2 – 15/09/20 

Location: Zoom admin Martin Whitside 
Chair:  Alexandra Lloyd-Jones  
 

1. Attending: Martin Whiteside (MW), Alexandra Lloyd-Jones (ALJ) Jo Woolfall (JW), 
William Reddaway (WR), Anne Lewis (AL) , Greg Pilley (GP), Niki Russell (NR), Liz 
Whiteside (LW), Ben Morris(BM) 
Apologies: Jade Bashford, Isa Clee, Dave Judd, Chris Short, Graham Russell, Collette 
Cuddihy, Kate Cole. 
 

2. Feedback report on Group One: 
• ALJ –  BATCOM  meeting on 12 Sept at Brewery very good. Page created on the 

Community part of the PC website. Problems with proposed site, due to docks, 
Japanese knot weed and Himalaya Balsam. Good response from Highways re site. 
The detail planning doing well and hope there is an A4 for the PC next meeting. 
There appears to be a lot of H&S and admin around running a Community Site. 
(GP) site to be cleared of invasive plants. A lot of commercial future possibilities. 
(ALJ) a lot of potential add-ons including other recycling. (MW) asked about the 
sharing of Bisley shredder. (ALJ) there is discuss about this but it has been 
offered with costs involved. 

• G -  Charlea Community Gardens (Report not available)  
 

3   Feedback report on Group Two:            

• JW  Rewilding the A419 ( Please see report below, which has been sent to the 
Parish Council) Need to recruit the community to do the survey. (GP) This could 
be including in the Neighbourhood Plan as there are wilding and nature corridors 
allowed for in plan. Alexandra to help co-ordinate the NP, Greg to forward 
relevant parts of NP. (JW) re Julian Jones, Water 21,  Stroud DC plan to reinstate 
5-10% of area to pools and wetlands. (MW) these plans are mainly to do with 
slowing floodwater down in the upper catchment areas like Slad Valley but there 
are areas in the Golden Valley. Also existing biodiversity areas such as 
Community Orchard and Stringer Wood ( owned by District Council) which may 



well be considered in this plan. (Please see additional info from Martin which will 
be on the BATCOM PC website page).  Both Parish Primary Schools have Forest 
Schools (JW) will follow up and thinking that year 5 projects would be good to 
see. 
(NR) Brimscombe Mill Pond behind Social Centre is an important resource. 
Discuss management plans? we think it belongs to Yateman family. (GP) Pond 
water of interest for canal and SUDS. 

• ALJ on Parish Council Quest 
Parish Council request for more ideas like the Art Bus Shelters. 
 

      4   Feedback report on Group Three:        

MW on Traffic Calming A419, Thrupp and Bourne Lane. Better Cycling  

Gisela Blee has been in touch with Highways in relation to calming for Thrupp Lane. 
No detailed to report yet.   
 
At the last Open Meeting high priory to do something about A419. Been looking into 
some opportunities, we already have the Cycling Inspiration study. Martin is   happy 
to forward the report, it hasn't been published yet.  We're wanting to release it in 
the right way. If people want to see that, it's very exciting as it covers the whole of 
the Golden Valley, from Stroud to Chalford, and it was done by Dutch consultants 
who have a much more inspiring view of what you can do with a road and, and the 
type of the cycling and walking provision, you should expect, so it has a way people 
get across to the canal, to the bus stops, etc. It will go to the Parish Council next 
meeting, and then when approved, it should go onto the website, etc.   
 
In July there was a call for funding from central government for cycling project as 
part of the COVID recovery, and we had the study ready. The County Council have 
put it forward for funding as part of a bid of cycling from Stonehouse to Chalford for 
£1.9 million. It's the first time the County Council have really acknowledged  putting 
in a bid of  that size along one of the Stroud main roads.  
 
We've been looking at the speeding and how to enforce reduced speeds along A419, 
which is a real problem for people living along there. Also there is sensitivity, 
particularly in Minchinhampton parish Council, because they think if we do reduce 
speeds along the A419, this  will drive more traffic up onto the commons roads. 
Martin has discussed with Minch PC Chair that we try and do something together 
across both roads 
 Martin had a meeting with the two MPs - Geoffrey Clifton Brown, who, who covers 
Minchinhampton, and Siobhan Baillie, who covers the rest of the Golden Valley.  One 
of the solutions identified is average speed cameras along the whole length of the 
road as potentially the only way to really enforce reduced speeds. But they are 
incredibly expensive. A problem is that any fines that that  get imposed do not come 



back to the local police, they go  to the  Treasury, so the police won't fund the 
cameras because they don't get any money for it. The two MPs have agreed that 
they would have a look at it and talk to the Department of Transport and see what 
they could do anything to help.  
 
Any questions? 
• (WR) Could we please make certain that the word horse is included in that you've 

no idea how many horses go down that lane and so on, and some of them can’t 
but  should be able to go on and cross the A419 

• (ALJ) could I tell you that the new Priority lead for the Police and Crime 
Commissioner (PCC), who happens to be my brother, has persuaded the PCC to 
take up safe and social roads for cyclists, walkers, horse riders, and cars. So it is 
very much in the PCC mind.  

• (ALJ) Could I just say that one of the things that Jo and I felt was that,  when you 
drive through a lovely Cotswold village you slow down because it's pretty - sort 
of lateral thinking, and if we made the road pretty, some people would `slow 
down’. As I I'm amazed, actually the number of people who do slow by the bus 
stops.  Then and if the bus shelters were connected up? This might be something 
that that we could do relatively inexpensively with volunteers as part of the 
community, then it might have a road calming effect, rather the endless 
negotiation that has to go on about,  speed limits and stuff like that.  

• (MW) It's about giving the impression that this road is actually a sort of rural 
village. And quite a lot of the inspiration study for the Dutch consultants is 
around doing that,  and having trees and plants along it and particularly 
Brimscombe Corner and giving the feeling that you're actually coming through a 
village area. It could be reflected in any new building and the neighbourhood 
plan, rather than cut the houses from the road, make the road part of the 
community.  

      5.    Feedback Report Group Four: 

• Information Exchange  
• Community Litter Pick 19 Sept 20 

Query around how the event was run re H&S and Insurance. 

      

6    Feedback on Group 5 - All things Energy and Retrofit Insulation. 

WR Here's information I think I should quickly share, and there'll be more coming 
over the next 10 days or two weeks. I've looked at the Solar streets from link that 
Martin provided. It's a project run by a commercial company IDDA piloted in Frome, 
who aim to get a number of houses fairly close together, within a few miles of each 
other, max.  Then they'll offer a free service for the survey and expect to be able to 
put solar panels onto people's houses at about 25% cheaper than average costs for a 



fully installed system. I don't know yet whether it could be covered by the green 
homes grants or not - finding that out. 

I spoke to the company that they used to do the upfront work for that, based in 
Reading called the Green Group UK.  Key person there, Andy Tunstall, said they've 
done projects in Frome, Wells, Glastonbury, Henley on Thames and St Albans. They 
can support a process of working on community awareness, etc. But their aim is to 
get density of places to install PV close together so that scaffolding, input logistics 
and installation work is easy. They have a basic ratio of guessing that they can get 1% 
of owner occupiers will come in in any area and it's owner occupiers they've got to 
work with because other people can't make useful decisions so easily. So, for every 
thousand householders they get 10 installations.  In Frome they got 70. I received 
information about this project, I haven't yet looked at yet, I will do and share if I 
think it's useful. I plan to talk to him again, in the next 10 days. I'm also due to speak 
next week to Rachel Brain who's senior CM 2030 officer star District Council. She 
knows a lot about the solar street project, and also to Fred Barker Transition Stroud, 
and I'm due to speak to him next Thursday or Friday. He's considering having a 
district CAM forum on the 26th of October that might have an input on a range of 
alternative energy activities and supplies, and so on. And this would slot well into 
that.  
There would be a lot of work to do to get the project going, but it does seem to be a 
doable one. There may be alternative ways of doing things that are better than using 
IDDA, but if they are being really honest on the 25% reduction on average cost of 
fully installed systems, that does sound attractive. And if the green homes grant was 
also available for that, then it will make it phenomenally attractive. I'll find out about 
the green homes grant. And I'll do more questioning and more finding out and be in 
touch with Dave Judd, whom I've spoken to earlier today. We should have more 
information in our share it in a couple of week’s. 
 
(MW) That’s excellent. Wotton  CAN have probably got further with this and  I can 
put you in touch with them. But quite interesting that they're also looking at same  
sort of a programme that's a bit wider. It's not just linked to this one company, IDDA. 
A similar multi-company approach has been taken on by Devon county council. 
(More detail on the Green Homes Grant below) 

  
 
 
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL RESULTING FROM THE ABOVE MEETING 

Green Homes Grant – additional information on what the voucher 
does and does not cover 

This document gives additional information on items where a 
subsidy can be claimed as part of a measure installation, as well as 
items that will not be paid for under the voucher scheme. 



Common items covered by the voucher 
o Professional services to ensure compliance with standards (minimum 

PAS2030, ideally PAS2035 for insulation; or MCS for heating): 
o Detailed design drawings and calculations 
o Damp specialist and structural engineer costs 
o Modelling to evaluate moisture risk 
o Modelling to estimate payback 
o Air tightness tests to check for excessive infiltration and ensure 

adequate controlled ventilation 

• Contractor costs: 
o Labour and materials 
o Scaffolding 
o Waste removal 
o VAT 

• Reasonable enabling work to support the retrofit: 
 

o Necessary structural improvements (e.g. repairs to brickwork or floor 
joists) 

o Repairing and treating damp 
o Resolving and eliminating excessive infiltration 
o Repairing and improving controlled ventilation 

 
 

• Low carbon heating: 
o Pipework, pumps and valves, and fitting 
o Buffer tank and domestic hot water cylinder 
o Heating system controls 
o New underfloor heating 
o New high capacity radiators 

 
 
Common items not covered by the voucher 
• Professional services: 

o Energy Performance Certificates (EPCs) not linked to a retrofit 
o Building surveys not linked to a retrofit 
o Building design, modelling and calculations not linked to a retrofit 

 
• Contractor costs: 

o Training costs for contractors 
o Asbestos removal 
o Additional building insurance premiums or certification fees 

 
• Building work: 

 



o Retrofit measures not identified in the Green Homes Grant voucher 
scheme 

 
o Changes to homes not linked to energy efficiency improvements e.g. 

 

• General repairs 
• Underpinning 
• Changing window design or area 
• Re-roofing 
• Electricity or gas safety work 
• Damp proofing etc 

o Boiler replacement or repair 
o Decoration not linked to a retrofit 
o Installing insulation to any of the following: 

• New extensions built to current building permission 
• Extension without building permission 
• Extension without planning permission 
• Extension without fixed heating 
• Outbuildings 
• Conservatories without fixed heating 

• Householder costs: 
o Furniture storage or removal 
o Alternative accommodation costs during disruption 

 
 

 

Family-Friendly Earth Regeneration and Adaptation Projects in Thrupp – the 
A419 

PROJECT A419 - Water and Wilding 

There are discussions in progress about ways to improve the A419 in terms of road safety, aesthetic 
and supporting biodiversity.  

This proposal focuses on wilding hedgerows and creating/restoring water sources. This would have 
three core benefits: community engagement and education; supporting biodiversity and 
adaptation/resilience; and traffic calming.  

What do we want the A419 to look/feel/sound as a result of this project? How we do want it to 
change perceptions and/or behaviours?  

The vision is to create a road which is aesthetic, of interest to anyone using it by any mode of 
transport. A journey that you’ll want to linger and slow down over. A road that says, ‘our community 
welcomes you to share our space; you can see that we care and we ask you to care, too’. The verges 
to be full of bright and wild meadow; the irises and bulrushes of a bog verge; and at the same time, 
trimming back other wilder areas to make community pathways more accessible and show that they 
are used. Bus stops with attitude. Vibrant Parish Council notice boards that are appealing and have 
stand out, demand attention.  



Phase 1 - Feasibility Study 

• Create a working group to design and implement a feasibility study  
•  

Phase 2 – Design and implementation of project 

• Create a full project plan from conception to completion 
• Ideally create a sub-working group solely of children and young people (see following 

section)  
•  

Example tasks include:  

• Assign pairs to carry out a survey of the A419 within the B&T catchment, ie from Bowbridge 
to Toadsmoor, collecting key data as per a template provided 

• Decide which areas represent the best opportunities for wilding/water 
• Create a technical plan for each area – as well as comms, promotion, recruitment etc  
• Timescales; mitigating challenges; health and safety etc  

 

This project speaks to climate and ecological collapse and the need to take the role of ‘custodians of 
the land’ to every inch, nook and cranny that we can!  

The intention would be for this to be a multi-generational, community led project.  

Within that, this is also a proposal to create this as a ‘family-friendly earth regeneration and 
adaptation project’. This is defined as the explicit inclusion of children and young people, observing 
and playing/working alongside adults, on projects that directly support the health of the earth.  

The ‘side by side’ dynamic of children playing, whilst adults are engaged in purposeful and 
meaningful work, has been asserted as the optimum environment for learning. In this time of 
climate and ecological collapse, children and young people need to learn or practice those skills 
which will be vital for their generation in the coming decades, such as; how to ‘work’ the land; 
connect with and understand the elements which are vital for sustaining life; how to organize and 
mobilise peers and community; and how to become campaigners for change.  

It is also about normalising the idea that the adults in the world around children engage in the work 
of earth regeneration – this is the work that is asked of us, in these times of climate and ecological 
collapse.  

• Earth regeneration work recognizes that the global planetary emergency demands an urgent 
global responsibility to restore and regenerate the land we inhabit 

• Deep/transformative adaptation recognizes that we must make adaptations now for the 
threats caused by global warming, such as food and water scarcity from extreme and 
unpredictable weather; increasing conflict due to shortages and migration; and increasingly 
widespread disease. This work is oriented around the idea of ‘radical localisation’.   

 

By coming together in this way we are also developing of community resilience.  

Step by step, inch by inch, projects like this will make Stroud District even more beautiful and 
resilient – truly fit for purpose in the 21st Century, and a beacon of sanity and renewal in these 
challenging and fraught times.   



Please note that there are other project ideas to be developed and proposed in due course under 
this banner of ‘Family Friendly Earth Regeneration and Adaptation Projects’. These include: 

- A community pond at Thrupp Allotments 
- The pond behind B&T Social Club 
- Exploring rSUDS targets in relation to the upper catchment area in B&T 
- Developing a community management role for Stringers Wood.  

 

Jo Woolfall 1 10 2020 

 
7   Next meeting:  
General Meeting  will be announced on B&T facebook page and Community 
Calendar on the PC website.  
 
Alexandra Lloyd-Jones  03 10 20  
 
 


